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Donastorg pursues repeal of Act 6905


Senator calls on colleagues to make good on pledge to reduce salaries


ST. THOMAS – Senator Adlah “Foncie” Donastorg said Monday that he will support the measure proposed by the Senate President to reduce salaries by $20,000, with the cost savings appropriated to assist the Territory’s homeless population.


During an August 6, 2009 Committee Meeting, Senate President Louis Patrick Hill indicated his desire to reduce Senate salaries to $65,000 and stated that this legislation would be brought forward at the next Legislative session.


“I am still waiting for this proposed legislation to be circulated and I commend the Senate President for this noble idea,” Donastorg said. “However, I was hoping we would have seen this bill coming from his office by now. I am urging the Senate President to move forward on this.”


Donastorg recently wrote a letter to Senate President Hill pledging support for redirecting a portion of Senate salaries to the homeless and asking to sign on as co-sponsor of the measure.


“It is very commendable that the Senate President would propose reducing his salary at this time given that he was one of the architects of Act 6905, which granted the salary increases in the first place,” Donastorg said. “This goes to show it is never too late to right a wrong.”


Donastorg, who voted against Act 6905 in the 26th Legislature, has sought its repeal since resuming office in January.


“The first piece of legislation submitted in the 28th Legislature was for the repeal of Act 6905,” Donastorg said. “I was told that I was pre-empted and could not move forward and I strongly disagree with the opinion of our Legislature’s Legal Counsel in this regard. How can I be pre-empted if this was the very first thing submitted?”


Donastorg said that senators are working behind the scenes to block the repeal of Act 6905. He explained that Legislature policy allows for sitting senators to have their proposed bills automatically introduced in a new term, however Donastorg contends that this should not have been the case with the repeal of Act 6905, as that bill was previously held by Senator Norman Jn. Baptiste, who is no longer in office.


“I have been told that one of the repeal’s cosponsors has assumed authorship, but I strongly disagree with the idea that anyone other than the original sponsor can hold onto the bill,” Donastorg said. “We have bureaucratic gridlock.  A few of my colleagues do not want to be forced to vote on this repeal -- but as I always say, what is in the dark must be brought to light.”


Donastorg said that he was pursuing other avenues for bringing the repeal of Act 6905 forward, but that the public must remain vigilant. Donastorg was also told he was preempted when he submitted legislation to reduce senate salaries by 10 percent in May of this year.


“There are some in power that believe it is beneficial to block my legislative initiatives no matter the issue,” Donastorg said. “It is the community that suffers when political games are played. In the coming days I will be calling on the public to support my efforts to move this repeal forward. We simply cannot let them get away with blocking a vote on the repeal of Act 6905. My colleagues must let our citizens know where they truly stand and stop hiding behind bogus Legislature policy.”


 


 


 























